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Its famous opening line, "Call me Ishmael," dramatic in its stark simplicity, begins an epic that is

widely regarded as the greatest novel ever written by an American. Labeled variously a realistic

story of whaling, a romance of unusual adventure and eccentric characters, a symbolic allegory,

and a drama of heroic conflict, Moby Dick is first and foremost a great story. It has both the humor

and poignancy of a simple sea ballad, as well as the depth and universality of a grand odyssey.

When Melville's father died in 1832, the young man's financial security went too. For a while he

turned to school-mastering and clerking, but failed to make a sustainable income. In 1840 he signed

up on the whaler, Acushnet, out of New Bedford, Massachusetts. He was just 21. A whaler's life

turned out to be both arduous and dangerous, and in 1842, Melville deserted ship. Out of this

experience and a wealth of printed sources, Melville crafted his masterpiece.
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I can understand why it was not popular in its time. What I cant understand is how it ever became

popular. It is simply a turgid, unreadable slog.

I was looking forward to rereading this wonderful classic, but in never loaded onto my Kindle.

Classic!

Classic. I read it to my son at night. He is 4 months so I doubt he listened lol but I enjoyed it



Great classic story of the struggles between man and nature. The fury of an animal against the fury

and revenge of man.

I love an audiobook that takes you directly into the story = all though the dramatic reading of the

narrator. This Moby Dick is as brilliant as anything I could have conjured - had I read it...

A common recommendation if you're going to tackle Moby Dick is to first listen to it in audio and

then start the read.Reviewed by James Davidauthor of The Coast Guard Oracle

Are you kidding me? Stars for Moby Dick? It earns every one.
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